
Mulberry Relief Society OCTOBER 2023
Monthly Theme:
“DRIVE AWAY DISCOURAGEMENT”

Monthly Scripture: Joshua 1:9
Be strong and of a good courage; be not
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord
thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

Birthdays:
October 3 - Gabbi Young October 26 - Jennifer Hare
October 6 - Ashley Burton October 26 - Shaelee Sheffield
October 6 - KK White October 30 - Carriann Jones
October 7 - Amy Sanders October 31 - Amber Wallis
October 20 - Amy Wilden
October 21 - Kimberly Lewis

Lesson Schedule: Announcements:
➢October 8- “Keep going - October 19 — Stake Women’s Conference 6 PM

With Faith” Elder Carl B. Cook October 20 — Ward Halloween Party Chili
➢October 22 - “The Imperfect Harvest” Cook- Off 6 PM

Elder Vern P. Stanfill

When Thou Art Converted Strengthen Thy Brethren



PRESIDENCY MESSAGE:

I heard this short story once and it has always stuck with me:

It was once announced that the devil was going out of business and would offer his tools for sale to
whoever would pay his price. On the night of the sale they were all attractively displayed, and a bad
looking lot they were. Malice, envy, hatred, jealousy, sensuality, deceit, and all the other
implements of evil were spread out, each marked with its price. Apart from all the rest lay a harmless
looking, wedge-shaped tool, much worn and priced higher than any of the others. Someone asked
the devil what it was. “That’s discouragement,” was the reply. “Well, why do you have it priced so
high?” “Because,” replied the devil, “it is more useful to me than any of the others. I can pry open
and get inside a man’s consciousness with that when I couldn’t get near him with any of the
others, and when once inside I can use it with nearly everybody, as very few people yet know that it
belongs to me!” “You say you use this wedge of discouragement with nearly everybody – with whom
can’t you use it?” The devil hesitated for a long time and finally said in a low voice, “I can’t use it
in getting into the consciousness of a grateful man.” It hardly needs to be added that the devil’s
price for discouragement was so high that it was never sold. He still owns it and he is still using it.

I love that the key to overcoming discouragement in this story was a grateful heart.
Discouragement keeps us from becoming who the Lord intends us to be. It keeps us from receiving
the vast blessings he has in store for us. Doctrine & Covenants 78:17-19 states:

Verily, verily, I say unto you, ye are little children, and ye have not as yet understood how great
blessings the Father hath in his own hands and prepared for you; And ye cannot bear all things now;
nevertheless, be of good cheer, for I will lead you along. The kingdom is yours and the blessings
thereof are yours, and the riches of eternity are yours. And he who receiveth all things with
thankfulness shall be made glorious; and the things of this earth shall be added unto him, even an
hundred fold, yea, more.

What a vast difference between what Satan wants for us and what our Heavenly Father wants for us!
It is ours for the taking! Any distance between us and our Heavenly Father and Savior, Jesus Christ,
is because we pull away. May we stay close to him and let gratitude keep us from tripping in the net
of discouragement.
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Ministering Moment:
Jesus “went about doing good.” He walked among the poor, the outcast, the sick, and the ashamed. He
ministered to the powerless, the weak, and the friendless. He spent time with them; He spoke with them.
“And he healed them all.”

Everywhere He went, the Savior taught the “good news” of the gospel. He shared eternal truths that set
people free spiritually as well as temporally.

Those who dedicate themselves to Christ’s cause discover the truth of the Savior’s promise: “Whosoever will
lose his life for my sake shall find it.”

Ministering CHALLENGE:

Spend time doing good for one or more sisters this month. Let the spirit guide you in the service
you choose. Write down your experience.
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